News

by <D ancesti%"f'

https://www.newspapers.com/image/695316981/

Lexington Herald-Leader (Lexington, Kentucky) - Thu, Jul 23, 2009 -

Page 2
Downloaded on Oct 16, 2026

A2 mesor 212

From Page Al
patch of grass outside their
Jessamine County home.

ring a news. conference
Tuesday, Michael Smith said
his son had a cracked skull
and cracked ribs — and had
one collapsed lung and one
partially collapsed lung —
but had stabilized and ap-
peated to be improving. Al
exander, known as *A.J" to
his parents, also had  cut on
his cheek and had a couple
of wounds on the back of his
head
In an interview Wednes-  Chriesie and Michael Smith an
on

ABC's Good Morning, Amer- quarantine at the Jessamine
fea, Sauil dsscntbe the County SAVE Center in
Monday afternoon scene as - Nicholasville. Michael Smith
| UK Hospital staff worked 0 jas said Dakota is a Native
| save the baby's life American Indian dog and the
“You know they fad sbout  breeder tld him the aninaly
20 people working on him, - grandparents were 90 per-
and his heart had phy;l cent woll.”
stopped at the hospital and State law requires dogs,
they used little paddles to cats and ferrets that have
resuscitate him, and the doc-  bitten a hun
tor's pretty much crying. You tined for 10 eck-
hik the worst,” Smith aid, ey Relte, diretor of Boone
“Then you just fight through County Animal Control.
it, and he's a fighter. He's A veterinarian told the
fought the whole way.” Jessamine County Sheriff's
Dakota, the feniale wolf Office and Jessamine County
hybrid at the center of the Animal ol that Dakor
controversy, has been in had been vaccinated for ra

From Page Al
backyard dog at all?
When Michael Smi
exander’s father, spoke to the
media Tuesday, he said Da-
kota was “a Native American
Indian” breed and said the
breeder told him the dog's
m-dpzrvmzo as “90 per-
olf.”

Clbis g i
are un and da
ous, that ey make pour pets
and that there is no rabies
vaccine available for wolves
or their hybrids. Proponents
claim the hybrid woll is a

companion and is useful ¥
in educating the public about Dakota. one of the Smiths’ 4-ye:
ok, Dy i once G0 1t Tescay e s
have had 4 woll hybrid, you  Nicholasvileanimal sheftr for
will never own a dog again.*

Mary Ann Zeigenfuse, o
Lexington dog trainer and  Native American
Indian dog

owner of Best Friends Obe-
diece,waid i n.m S PArt The Native
wolf, American indian dog
i hie o »nllh)hml is 0 medumsize,
this is not a dog,” she said.  working and herding
It is still partly undomesti- ype sad o race back i
cated. It may, in some cases, the Plains Indians of w
have no fear of humans.”  North America
When acked if she and lov- ~ General appearance: Thy
ing pet owners could domes- ~ resemble coyutes o wolves
ticate & wolf, she responded. They have lare. pricked
“if I had 10,000 years.” upright ears and a long,
“There have been numerous  §&ntly sioping bushy tall The
reports of wolf hybrids injur- 105¢ nd Ips are black. Their eyes
ing peaple. sometimes fatally
In 2002 in Ballard County, o Color: The coat i medim ength
wolf hybrid killed a 5-year. ~[onger on the chest,ruft back kegs
old bay; the anim i
pleaded guilty to a charge of guard hairs, There is iso a br
reckless homicide. Height and weight: Whike ther
Janece Rollet, a certified 800 Weight, mistipie sources rep
«canine behaviorist in George-
tawn, is among the peaple
who say that wolf bybrids are
otential trouble. She said they
I exsentinly wid animals. | Taised.” Wise said. “When
A wolf hybrid *is not an 1T PUPS, pups are going
animal you want living in 1o be rough. But as they get
Jour hase.* Rollt said, “Ba. 01, you show ‘em more af
cause you'e dealing with the et than the mough bous
s, the basic behav- 1 A7 UIEY T HERG
e oot the bl lamb. They're no different
it sthet breed of dog
in that respect

fort
i e Tk ko e A matter of controversy

v\-wlf[“w"ﬂ:l;y bly one of the , Michael Smith says they
B W" ably ‘ "l\" e B Dakota and Nikita,
most loyal animals " r, for four years —

DR g} '“_';g‘ e e v ot
g s from a Michigan

T\E\l;lm ile —4'HIHHI| \w;u‘ eve ‘ beesder

Sy ek G But are Dakota,

sister who still ren

S0 how does Wise respond m
hebride bit.  Smith home, wolf hybrids?

10 reports of wolf hybrids bit
ingt and injuring people? The dog breed itself is a
“It's all in how they're matter of some controversy.

POP sy g
Ohio police chiefs accused
of digging dirt for tabloids sy ove
sl deig

Parker 171 Matthew

m be quaran-

Farrah's final hours

d their son Alexander James

bies.

But some experts question
whether such o vaccination
efectie in  wolf hybid

Sherman Jett, director

e County Animal
Control. He would not iden-
tify the veterinarian who ad-
miisteredte rabisshots to

:1

]F llm child gets sick, or

i
{racsi dasens of sologiea
diseases other than rabies
— and the kid ends up get
ting some type of infection,
it's best to have the animal,
and then they can order the

]
vk Nabe Ameian ion
samine County SAVE Center, a
dogs and cats.

21w s shepd e yekn o

amber and sometimes blue, fimmed in b

with an v w.nq.rg.u The
and tail. The colors vary from

owner  black o sifver and tortoiseshell but il have a sable shading with dark

color pattern

s, {0 be quie a ange in height
inges from around 18 to 34

inches in hesgt af the withers, weight varying from 35:100 pounds

CAMLLEWERER

Is it the same as a Carolina
Dog or an American dingo?

Depends on who you ask.

Spokesmen for the Amert
can Ke Club and United
Kennel Club said Wednesday
that those registry organiza-
tions do not recognize the
Native American Indian dog
s a breed.

However, do an Internet
search and you wil find sites
that m
Indian dogs. According
Web sites devoted to Uhe dog
the

specific native
\Hmv an origin with wolf

7 at Farrah Fawcett

: [ ety et
for tablod material Faw d was pone
S agents N DO e 4=
| sing g legations Parker Don lmust
entered 3 home In May o obtam infor
o Socu 3 woan CaTYRg s o

animal to be euthanized to be
tested for those types of dis-
eases,” Jett. said.

Michael Smith has said
he does not want Dakata de-
stroyed, He said she cannot
return o their home, and he
Topes someane will adopt her.

Jenise Smith, mmlnr of
the Jessamine County SAVE
(Center, said that shelter has
been inundated with calls
from all over the country
from people wanting to adopt

the dog.

Whether the dog will eves
Yo el Toc ndupmm is
up in the air because there
might be some liability is-

sues. The SAVE Center and %

the county eould potent

be sued if the dog were to be
released and then bites or in-
jures someone,

“I wouldn't send it back
out,” Reiter said. “If I have
knowledge that an animal
posed a threat to a family
member, why would I put an
animal that posed a threat
ta anyone back into another
family?

“Does that mean that no
one ean take this animal and
contain it in such a man-
ner that it wouldn't pose a
threat? No, not necessarily,”

Introducing your
dog to your baby
How to acchimate your dog to
your new baby
= Make sure the dog s
house- and obedience-trained,
with reward and motwtion,
not punishment. Make sure
it understands sit, stay,off,
leave it and lay down.
' Address any possible
“siling” ivlry by rewarding
the dog with mmlmvmiu
the baby i present.
o push the dog aside hul
occupy t with new toys and
ity
@ The dog should be not
allowed 100 close 1o smel or
e

in any place when the hid is
ol supervised.

 Teuch the dog to gnore the

the
floor and keep the dog from
going near it.
' Allow sutable time for
ety and the dog to get
ane anthet. Don't
uu:t them fo be best buds
orrmigh,
& naee Ay St
the obedience and

o et
tme the baby s preser, |t
should ither be on feash or
3 crate, This incues any
mahing or biting behaviot
even i playlul.

For more information.go ta
wsniksnak co
babyirro.himl of ww
my-dof infodgetting-a-dog/
ewbarns_and_dogs asp

Saurce: Mary Ann Zeigenuse,
Best Friends Obedience,
Lexington: De. Andrew “Butch®
Schroyer from the Animal
Care Cinic, Lexington.

ancesiry
-\mnm ntly, even the legal

1 Jett, supervisor
nine County Animal
Control, said he has never
heard of & Native American
Indian dog, nor has his pre
decessor, Beckey Reiter, di

s+ Browne settles with GOP

dee by he GOP rot o uie any

69 hctor Woody

Reiter said.

In any case, Jett said, he
wants to discuss the matter
with Jessamine County Attor.
ney Brian Goettl. The sher-
iff’s department and county
health department will also
thave to sign off on any deci-
sion, Jett said.

“When 1 talked to the
owner this morning, Mr,

® Jett said.
Ammm thase approv-

73

SAVE Center would be al-
to find a new home for

the dog. “We've had dogs that
‘have bitten other folks before,
and after the period of 10
back

destroyed, Thase lkull)
involve an unprovoked attack
on a human; the animal must
be deemed viclous by & vet
erinarian; and a judge must
decide that the animal should
be put down.

*We have had cases where
a court has ordered an animal
to be destroyed,” Jett said.
Greg Kocher covers Jessamine
County for the Heralc-Leader.
Reach him in the Nicholasvile
bureau at (859) 8855775

DOG | Little agreement about this breed

rector of Boone County Ani-
mal Control, also said “that'y

not a

Jett said he could not say
with certainty whal type of

mimal “I honestly
don't know,” hvﬂa;d

There are animals known
as Native American dogs, “but
they do not contain wolt," said
Rollet. Native American dogs,
she said, “are a cnmh:muun
of multiple,

German shvphmd ‘malamute
and so on."
A classic mistake

Dr. Andrew “Buich”
Schroyer from the Animal
Care Clinic in Lexington said
that in 25 years of practice,
he has never seen nor treated
this breed of dog.

That means it's hard to
talk about its predilections.
Still, he added, if it is a wolf
hybrid, it is unpredictable,
which is not good in a pet.
And, he cautioned, like any
exotic pet, “just because you
can have one, doesn't mean
you shoul e

The disposition of the
Native American Indian dog
is being hotly defended this
week.

Karen Markel, a breeder
at Majestic View Kennels in
Lowell, Mich., said that in
genml Native American
dogs are social and
ong well with children.
‘Am riﬂu trainer will tell
you it's negligence” to leave
a small child alone with any
kind of canine, she said. "Of
course the dog will suffer as
4 consequence.”

Ray Coppinger, a biology
professor at Hampshire Col-
lege who studies canine be-
havior, said the history
— where it came from, what
it has experienced — is ex-
ponentially more important
than what breed it is. He's
seen similar incidents happen
with dachshunds, he said.

Coppinger said that al
though what happened ta the
Smiths is tragic, it's a rela
tively comman problem.

Smiths made a “clas-
sic mistake, out of ignorance.
and now they're suffering
badly for it," he said. Dogs
like Dakota don't recognize
infants as peaple, Coppinger
said. “It's no more of an act
of violence on the
part,” he said, “than you eat
ing a steak.”
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vaccine
testers

Ly =
VOLUNTEERS OF ALL
AGES SOUGHT FOR
SAFETY STUDIES

By Lauran Neergaard
Assoiaied Fss

WASHINGTON — The
race is on: The government
and vaccine makers are seek-
ing thousands of volunteers,
from habies to the elderly, to
roll up their sleeves to test
‘whether a new swine flu vac-
cine really will protect against
this novel virus before its ex-
pected rebound in the fall.

On Wednesday, the Nation-
al Institutes of Health tapped
» f medical centers
around the country 10 begin
a series of studies, with the
first shots 1o go into the arms
of bealthy adults of any age,
in early August. (The pear-

~| s to Kentucky are in
mati and Nashville.) If

| e i safety

concerns, testing would soon
begin in children as young as
6 months.

The tests, plus research
lmm \mccme manufacturers,
as the govern
mem Almzllw whether to affer
swine flu vaceine to millions
of Americans staring in Octo

— assuming that enouy
is produced by then — which
i stil a big question, because
the vaceine is hand to manu-
facture. Health aothorities in
other countries are looking to
the U.S. studies, tao, as they
make their own plns.

Its crucial to test all ages.
Unlike the usual flu that is

2, this new swine flu seems
o target schookage children,
teenagers and young adults,

Will the results come in
time? “It's going to be very,
very close,” said Dr. Anthony
Fauci, director of NIH's Na-
tional Institute of Allengy and
Infectious Diseases.

“We are racing to provide
them as much information as
we passibly can,” said Dr. Kar-
en Kotloff of the University of

School of Medicine,
‘who is helping to lead the NIH
study. She said doctors and
other health workers already
were a o in
the study themseives.

101l be a confusing fall, as
doctors strugagle 1o administer
vaccine aggainst the ngular win-
ter flu and tell patients to stay
tuned for when and whether
they can return for a shot or
two of swine flu vaccine.

The test plan: All volun-
teers will get two swine flu
shots, given 21 days apart.
By early September, blood
tests should show how much
immune protection the initial

nse triggered — and wheth-

e 2 low-dose st vorked o

Will parents want o enroll
very youngg children? The NIH
chose study hospilals with ex

i testing v

not a radically different vac
cine from what they already
et anywary.” Faui

Some human strain of
HINI has been included in
reqular influenza vaccine for
33 years, Fauci sail — and the
seasonal flu vacciae has & safe
record for all ages. Yet because
it' s uniguie HIN strain, with
genes that. originated in swine,
scientists worry that it might
be harder than usul for a vac-
cine to trigager proection.

8007147355
Letters fo the editor:
231303

Phto
231334

18887
3l e code 15

Copyright © 2026 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.



